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Murray was bringing in politicians of the highest importance;
in a word, the new journal, which he proposed to call the
Representative, was "the most considerable enterprise of the
day." So strongly did he desire life to be a splendid novel of
adventure, that he painted it in rather too lively colours.
But in spite of his mistrust, Lockhart was astonished by this
fire of genius, and on the following day he presented the
young emissary to his father-in-law.

Sir Walter Scott was at this time one of the most illus-
trious men in the world.  Caravans of Americans made the
Abbotsford pilgrimage.   He treated them with impressive
kindliness, and took them to walk in his beautiful grounds,
or brought them to fish for salmon in the Tweed, his dogs
running at his heels. The house from which he had originally
wished to fashion a small country home, had expanded with
each successive novel until it had become a copy of a
Scottish baronial castle.   This style of living was extremely
expensive, and Sir Walter's publishers, despite his immense
popularity, began to wilt beneath the pressure of con-
tractors' bills.  So the young Hebrew who had brought his
son-in-law the offer of a magnificent appointment was most
cordially welcomed by "the Chevalier." In his fine library,
with hah0 a dozen of his dogs clambering over his knees and
shoulders, he gave a sympathetic hearing to the explanation
of this young man whose romantic ardour was so pleasing.
He himself had a taste for business; he approved the project,
but insisted on a seat in Parliament for his son-in-law.   It
was essential that the editor of a great newspaper should be
a member of Parliament.  Benjamin promised the seat.

He remained for three weeks with the Lockharts, dining
with Scott almost every evening. This life suited him to
perfection. In the evening Anne Scott would sing Scots
ballads to her own accompaniment on the harp, or old Sir
Walter himself would tell splendid tales. Every one was